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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 4 
Zo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 


I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pore. 


—00000— 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
—)p— 

From the Black Dwarf in London, to a certain new- 
made Duke, who has been recently abusing the 
Press, and its conductors: and recommending 
economy in Buckinghamshire. 





“If a man knows not what he wants, it is charity to bid him hold his 
tongue.’—Old Play. 


May it please your Grace, 

There was once in existence a man called 
William Shakspeare, whose writings I would have you instantly 
request the King’s Attorney General to indict, for certain scur- 
rilous remarks, that tend to destroy the respect which is due 
to all great men; and particularly those whose greatness is so 
very conspicuous, as to be (like yours) recognized by the eye 
as soon asit is seen, You are a great man—a very great man 
—and a great man of nature’s making into the bargain ; which is 
more than can be said in praise of all men who fancy themselves 
great. { suppose it may be a moot point,whether your Grace,or 
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614 THE BLACK DWARP 


the man monster in the park, hamouroustly called Achilles, mea 

sures the farther round the middle, not taking any advantage 
of the state of nudity in which this monument of female taste 
and delicacy appears ; but generously allowimg him as much as 
the belting and buckling of your Grace requires. Now Lam 
one of those who think this unquestionable and satisfactory 

proof of natural greatness, ought to be respected: and Tam 
always sceandalized when | read in the writings of the afore- 
mentioned William Shakspeare, any reflections upon well filled 
paunches; as the full belly ofa fat Lord were entitled to no 
more respect than the empty one of a starveling Poet, or the 
lean and cadaverous face of some poor politician, who is sills 
enough to Mink the quict ofhis heert affords him compensation 
for the constant cravings of his stomach! This William Shak 

speare was an ul-bred abuser of fat paunches, which he says 
are always found in umson with dean pales:—and I dare say, 
were he now alive, he would tell your Grace to your teeth, or 
even to your paunch, that yourribs had made bankrupt of your 
wits, by demanding so many dainty bits to “ Jard the earth 
with,” as you walk aleng;~-and while lus seditious writings 
suggest such matters to meaner capacities, 1 am inclined to 
believe it would be for the credit and advantage of the sort oi 
‘greatness for which, U aim Jed to be‘ieve, your Grace ts in repute, 
to suppress them; and rescue the prominent belly, with fat 
capon fined,’’ from all contumelious remarks upon the de- 
merits of the adjoining emimence, which, for distinction’s sake, 
is called a head. I had heard so little respecting your Grace, 
since you fought your harmless duel with the Duke of Bedford , 
for an inference that you had hired out your parliamentary 
interest fo the minister, for a divisionof certain other good 
things among your family, that I thought you had taken the 
hint of Pope, when he says— 

“Old asl am, V1] put myself to school,—” 
and fairly endeavoured at last to gain all the reputation for 


wisdom which a certam bird possesses over the parrot, by not 
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ndulzing too much in speech. Your pistol episode was of too 
iarmiess a nature to confer upon your Grace any of the fero- 


ious reputation af the duellist. Modern Dukes have too much 


velish for the luxuries of this world, to put them in reality 
upow the issue of a flash of powder :—and, besides, you were 
peculiarly situated: you had but just purchased your Duke's 
coat, and wanted to wear it with its newest gloss upon it. A 
trip to the shades, where by all credible reports, Dukes are 
treated with very little ceremony, would have spoilt it entirely ; 
aid though yeur Grace’s son might have ordered another, that 
would have been no compensation to yourself. I therefore 
much hked your precaution, in obtaining an explanation before 
the second fire; and I give you full credit for wit enough to 
have an explanation before the first, if you had not been satis. 
ned there was no greater danger than a new fangled Duke 
might very safely, as well as conveniently, undergo. Your 
whole conduct shewed a prudential caution against ay mishap 
about the well-filled paunch :—and your silence and retirement 
seeined to indicate that for the future, you were not inclined to 
implicate your head in any dispute :—a meritorious behaviour 
on the part of the wearers of such heads as the one which 
embellishes your Grace’s shoulders, from which I am sorry to 
perceive that you have departed. And so oddly too. Why 
cannot your Grace let the Press alone. 


What Lave you to do 
with it? 


Little can it ever owe to any part of your family; 
and your obligations to it would best lie in its silence, Now, 
though some of your relatives have furnished it with scope for 
comment, in the bargain and hire of their abilities for the 
public good, it really has had but little to do with you. It has 
forgiven you the silly vanity of changing a Marquis into a 
Nuke; for the two words are equally indifferent to it, and to 
the public, Why, then, put yourself further in its way?) You 
can hardly think to frighten it. Your porily front might be 
formidable, under the gown of an Attorney General, but 


what do you hope to effect by attacking the Press ? Do be 
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advised, your Grace ; and believe one who knows the full value 
of a title, that you had better remain quiet. How very 
saperfluous on your part, was it to tell the Yeomanry 
of Buckingham, that the times were hard. They have 
found this out some time ago; and what is more, they 
begin to have a shrewd guess eho it is who make the times 
hard. They think your Grace bas had a little to do in the 
matter; by helping, as far as lay in your power, to support a 
bad system. They begin to think that your relation, who is 
gone to Switzerland, and your relation at the board of Controul, 
and your other relations in office, are also helping to make, and 
to keep the times hard, by receiving as much again from the 
nation as their services are worth. The yeomanry also begin 
to think that it not the pubdication of these matters by the 
press that makes the discontent, but the facts themselves, which 
would be quiie as mischievous, if they had never been pub- 
lished at all. Your’Grace knows that it is not the publication 
of an offence that is offensive. As a magistrate, you have 
doubtless authorised the hue and cry after an ordinary offender : 
—but what would your Grace have said, if the offender had 
indicted you for a libel, in raising the hue and cry against him ® 
ft is not the press that promotes discontent, any more than the 
hue snd cry makes the crime. Why is there no national dis- 
content in the new world? The Press is there free to proclaim 
any grieyance, but it cannot make any: and none existing, it 
has none to preclaim. The conductors of the press ia Englands 
are far more fettered by restrictive laws than the agents of the 
press in any other country. Even Frarice is a safer climate 
for a public writer than England. Why then complain of tlie 
press, or of the conductors of the press. Your Grace’s friends 
have fettered it as much as you can; and the e-ils of its licence 
that remain, you mustendure- But of what do you eomplain ? 
What is the discontent to which you allude. The low prece of 
provisions :—but the press bas not made them low, nor does it 
want tiiem higher, ‘There is less discontent now than ever— 
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for food is cheap; and tt is the nature of the multitude to 
be perfectly contented when they can procure enough of food. 
Nobody is now discontented so much as the landlords, and 
farmers. And these are your Grace's old friends, who under- 
took to advance the last guinea without grumbling. The press 
never could make the farmers discoutented. It tried for above 
twenty years to convince them they were wrong, but to no pur- 
pose. They would not listen to #; and Mr. Pitt might have 
thrown all the presses, and all the printers, into the flames, 
amidst the merriment of those who are now the most discon - 
tented. While prices were high, while the market-table was 
covered with claret and the rent-days were as punctaally 
atteuded as the market-day, there was none of the present 
discontent, though the people who were sometimes starv- 
mig, were accustomed to break out inte excesses, when 
the prices of food placed it beyond their reach—but 
the press neither created the high prices, nor produced the 
ow. Tlicy were both the work of the system, in its natural 
operation. Jt would have answered no purpose for the press 
to have told the starving population of the country that provi- 
sious were cheap when they were dear, to allay their irritation : 
—nor would it create any Serment, or faction, if the press were 
to publish that they are now dear, when they are cheap. False 

hood is aweapon, that the conductors of tie PUBLIC press 
cannot resort to, for it would be instantly detected. If, there- 
fore, the press proclaims a decay of prosperity, and the exis- 
tence of discontent, it is because the statements are true :—and 
I humbly apprehend that the publication of the truth, as far 
as it can be ascertained, is the undoubted business of the press. 
You may think otherwise, in the fear that it would, say but 
little in your favour; yet out of especial grace to you, as far 
as you alone are concerned, it might have suppressed the truth, 
had you been quiet; for even the truth about your Grace 
could hardly be worth the while to relate, had you but had the 
prudence to make silence and gravity your substitutes fur wit 
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aud wisdom. it Seems sv pitiful to raise Ahh Out cFY avast the 
press for doing its duty, that [ kuow not how to let your Grace 
escape with a mere whipping with a feather ;—-but if you will 
promise not to ofend again, £ may pass over this error with a 
lighter hand than strict justice would require. 

[ have, however, another point fu settle with you, im which a 
degree of cunning is displayed, which f do not think becoming 
ina Duke. The papers say you are recommending economy in 
Buckinghamshire :—that yuu have talked about the necessity 
of saving every farthing of the public money ; and that you have 
actually obtained the appoimtment of a Committee to take care 
that no profligate expenditure occurs! Now this is fine, beau- 
tfully fine. Itis the right way to avoid discoutent; and, just 
at this moment, it is the right way to please the Yeomanry, as 
jar as the county rates are concerned. But, pray, my lord 
Duke, why should this lauGable desire tur economy be con: 
fined to Buckinghamshire, aud to the county rates* Why nos 
let it be extended to Middéesex, and to the country at large : 
and to the TAXES, and TYTHES, as weli as county rates? 
Is it that you and your friends are receivers out of the twe 
latter funds, while you are payers to the former? Do you 
only want economy, where your payments may be spared? 
And are you indiiferent to it, when you are the re: 
ceiver? It is the waste of the public meney, of which 
the Press complains, that has evidently occasioned all the 
discontent. The cause of the proiligacy is deeper—in the mis- 
representation of the people to which you also contribute pretty 
jargely—but the immediate effects that press on the national 
energies, are the debt, and the taxes, and the tythes. Why do 
you recommend economy, in the application of the latter : 
Why do you not recommend your relative ambassador, who 
does the nation the honor to spend thousands of its money 1 


Switzerland, when bundreds would do, to be good enough 


not tov take a dartiung more of the public money than 2» 


7 ? ? eo , ' 
essentially uecessurv: Why should sucha sreat man as you 
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dabble iw county tates? Et reminds me of the couduct of a httle 
creat man, in oidinary lite, who reprimanded his wife for her 
extravagance in making his tea too sweet, and then cated for 
the brandy-bottle, because it was not strong enough. You 
might safely leave the county to itself. There is talent enough 
in Buckinghamshire, aud there will be poverty enough there to 
sharpen its application, to ail local and minor abuses. They 
are sport for ordinary anglers. Auy fisherman can take 
herrings when they surround his boat m= shoals. But 
when Dukes affect to be busy,~and such Dukes too 
newly-made and full of youthful vittue—-we look for nobler 
same. The vultures of the state should be aimed at; and 
not the sparrows who are picking holes ta the thatch 
of cottages. Tam iuclived to believe that your grace might 
do some good. Itis a boldopinion; and not very weil sup- 
ported by the fact —but I will hazard the declaration that you 
might do some good, if you would place yourself under proper 
directions. But you must renounce all your court-interest, aid 
boreuglh-usurpation ;—you must take all you relatives out of 
the improper situations which you have placed them—you 
witist restore all the undeserved emoluments which your family 
has derived from the public purse; and you must learn, before 
you make any more calculations a3 to whiat a farmer's fainily 
could need, that it is not what ts wanted to support tife, but 
what 1s required to make it comfortable, that should form the 
study of a true political economist. If these matteys should 
be above your comprehension. you can, at any rate be silent 
for the future ; aud cease to insult those whom you cannot 
serve. ‘The press needs not your censure, nor does it require 
your tutorage. It has defeated the labours of your grace, in 
conjunction with much more powerful talent, tolestroy it ; and 
you may rest assured that it will not survive you; but retain the 
courage necessary te write yourepitaph, without favour, and 
without fear. 


THE BLACK DWARF, 











G20) THE BLACK DWARF. 


INSULTS TO THE MEMORY OF GREAT MEN. 





The ingratitude of the world to the memory of its rulers, ts 
exemplified in every page of its history ; and I only wonder 
ihat it can find rulers at all, since it treats them so hardly. 
Government is an unthankful office; and the kind creatures 
who undertake it, deserve all they get, and oftentimes a great 
deal more. Poor Richelieu! In your last number, you 
showed us that he had been more abused than Castleregch! 
But there are no exceptions. As soon as your great men die, 
all the fry of literary living creatures are at their carcases. 
There was another French Minister, called Mazarin. Wher 
he died, the world thus spoke of him :— 


‘# Here lies the man rapacious and abhorr’d, 
Whoever eager took, but ne’er restor’d! 

Nor would he yet have risqued the burning lake, 
But that no more was left for him to take.’ 


‘* The fates have at length cut the Cardinal’s thread, 
Of this statesman what say my fierce grumblers of Gaul ’ 
He with Spain has made peace, and to Hades has fled — 
What more could he do for the good of us all? 


Was not this bad enough to have induced the Cardinal Ma 
zarin to have begged a holiday of his Satannic Majesty, for 
the purpose of returning to plague the earth. It would have 
been very hard if the devil had refused him so reasonable a 
request. Nor is the ingratitude of the world even to be 
purchased into decency. A good bishop of France, (for al 
bishops are good for something, or for nothing) was willing to 
have a few handsome things said of him, if money could do the 
business, and generously left one of the many hundred crowns 
of which he had defrauded the world, to buy a decent epitaph 
for his fomb-stone, Aud this js what he obtained for the offe: 
of his money. 
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“ The Bishop of Langress has left by his will, 

A hundred good crowas to the most happy quill, 
That with rhymes shall embellish his stone ; 
Aud as moncy’s convenient Vil e’en run the race— 
Here lies the worst man that the world did disgrace— 


On the nail pay the cash—the whole business is done.” 





‘* Herc lies a prelate truly great, 

Whose ancestors have sav’d the state ; 
Whose virtues were above all price,— 
Through life a stranger to all vice :— 

Here stop my muse—thy lying lay, 

But ill a hundred crowns will pay.” 


Luuis XIV. of France was one of the greatest rulers that 
ever lived; yet that ungrateful country, as bad as England at 
present, grumbled at the price of the government, as if it ex- 
pected a king would cost no more than a parish beadle. He 
imposed a tax upon water, in 1094, which produced libels and 
satires without end. Hear one of them :— 


«+ Louis ambitious views supports 
By selling every element, 
For earth and fire a price extorts 


And water now must pay him rent: 
And e’er the bloody swerd he'll sheathe, 
He'll tax the very air we breathe.” 


In England, the Minister very properly puts a fax upon 
light, which is a mere luxury; for though folks must have 
air, to breathe, there is no reason why they should need 
light to see ; as there are many reasons why they should noé see 
—the more particularly as governors of late have wisely con- 
trived that “ men without eyes may see how this world goes 
—-may see it feelingly.” Yet this tax upon the mere luxury of 
light does not please every body :—and it is very probable that 
no minister ever will hit upon any method of robbing the peo- 
ple which will be entirely agreeable to them. 
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But what is worse, the people wilnot let even the private lives 
of their gracious rulers alone. A monarch cannot have a few 
inistresses at the cost of the people, but they will grumble at 
his amours; as if they had anything to do with Lady C’s, 
or Mistress Q’s, but to furnish the means of inducing them to 
be complaisant. Poor Louis XIV. Could not trifle out his dotage 
in the lap of Madame Maintenon, but a chorus ef ill-natured 
minstrels must baw! out :— 

*¢ T3 this the Great King 
Who Maintenon rules, 
Aad the world ridicules, 
Without fearing his sting ' 
Is this the Great King ?” 


Will you allow me to ask you, Sir, if these cxclamations 
might not and ought not to be made with reference to a certain 
Grand Monarque, whom a pluradity not of Matxtenons’ but 


of ————-—, and — ,and ————._ rule? 





Another abuses the WHOLE ROYAL FAMILY and advises 
the French to treat them a3 the English did the Stuarts :— 


“ The giandsire’s vain aud froward, 
The sdn’s a silly fool, 
The Grandson is a coward 
And neither’s fit to rule! 
Ye wretched sons of Gaul ' 
Such tyrants to obey ! 
Like Britons serve them ail —- 
*Tis needless more to say.” 


A third still more outrageous, breaks out in unbittled mvec. 
tives against Louis and his whole court; predicttug the down. 
fall not only of the monarch, but of the empire :- 

‘¢ The weak old nian’s capricious, 
And lazy 1s lis sou ; 
The mistress avaricious 


The couucil servile grown, 
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The land uncultivated les, 
The treasury is void, 
Our troops the foes despise, 


Our fleets are all destrcy‘d. 
One more supine campaign 

Our blunderiag chiefs wili chace, 
From Flanders and from Spzin.”’ 


Now the world has the audacity to complain of royal tyranny 
yet I know not that one of these revilers of loyalty, and royalty 
was ever impaled alive, or baked ina red-hot oven, or Deiled in 
acauldron of moltenlead. But my leading question is, what 
business has the world with kings, and rulers, if it cannot use 
them well, and treat them with common civility. I say i does 
not deserve them—and if the kingsand rulers have any spirit 
they will not have them much longer, unless the manners of 


the people be much mended. 


Yours &e, 
“ A friend to Kings’ —though— 


“« Not because they are honest creatures.” 





FOLLY OF REDUCING THE LABOURER TO PAU. 
PERISM. 
 — 


*¢ Princes or Peers may flourish or may fade :— 
‘© A breath may make them, as a breath has made. 
‘¢ But a bold peasantry the country’s pride, 

‘* When once destroyed, can never be sapplicd.” 


GoLpsmirg. 


Every now and then we light upon a choice morsel of, thai 
prosperity, which is the envy and admiration of the world. 
The agriculturists, not content with being ruined themselves, 
and without courage to resist ruin, and endeavour to save them. 
selves, are imitating the conduct of the manufacturers, when 
the hard black foot of the systems pressed upon them. Instead 
of aitempting to lighten the pressure, they turned round, aud 
threw the load upon the shoulders of their yourneymen. It 
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was a nice little expedient for a manufacturer who employed a 
thousand hands, to reduce their wages a shilling per week, to 
enable him to meet the demands of taxation, It was a very 
easy mode of raising fifty pounds; and it only cost the poor 
fellows a meal or two the less, in the course of the week. Then 
it was repeated agaiu and again, until the markets were ruined; 
and the men driven to attempt to subsist upon wages that 
were hardly sufficient for one day’s maintenance in the week; 
and when they clamoured for the yeomanry cavalry were 
called to cut them to pieces. The farmers are now taking the 
same road. They cannot afford to pay a due price for labour, 
with their load of taxation upon their backs; and instead of 
laying down the load, they are putting it upon the backs of the 
labourers, by reducing them to the allowance and condition of 
paupers, in the mode described by the following paragraphs :— 


** AcricutturaL Distress.—By the regulations of the Assize of 
Bread, the quartern loaf is sold at sixpence in Dublin; but it can 
be purchased at the cheap bakers for fourpence. In several party 
of Ireland the price of produce of all kinds is so depressed, that it 
is scarcely worth carrying to maiket = Ln Galway, for instanec, a 
turkey will bring only sixpencc—129 egzs only two shillings—beet 
no morc than from one penny te three halfpence per pound—and 
potatoes are sclling at one penny per stone of sixteen pounds. We 
have learned a fact of some importance, through a correspondent 
in this quarter, which is highly disgraceful to the individuals im- 
plicated, and if carried to any considerable extent, may be at- 
tended by most dangerous consequences. There are many sinall 
contractors employed in making the road. The amount of these 
contracts may be from five to ten pounds. In several cases, the 
landlords distrained the effects of these people, and sold their cows 
and crops in the market, because they would net assign their right 
to these trifling sums, and of course, labour on the roads for nus 
thing. We cannot foresee the end of these transactions. It seems 
to come to this, that the landlords will cither destroy the people, 
or the people will destroy them.” 


* Ussoy Harr,—Agnict LYVRAL Diytisss,—Thursday tive menicqucst 
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ed the Magistrate to hear an account of their sufferings, which it might 
bein his power to allaviate. One then stated that he and bis comrades 
had just travelled from Woodchurch, near Tenterden, in Kent, where- 
they all lived aad had families, and were now reduced to the greatest 
distress, in consequence of an arrangement entered into by the over- 
seers and the farmers; the former, when applied to for relief, instead 
of giving money, they gavea ticket, directed to some farmer, desiring 
him to employ the bearer for a number of days specified, at a rate of 
wages the amount of which would be deducted from the farmers’ poor- 
rate. The rate so fixed never exceeded one shilling and ecight-pence 
per day, for men with the largest families ; and one shilling and four- 
pence was the general rate for married men whose families were net con- 
sidered large by the overseer. The effect of this plan was, that tio 
labouring man in Woodchurch could obtain a day’s employment wit- 
out one of these tickets, and the labourers in general were reduced to 
the greatest distress.—Mr. Allen said it was impossible for him to inter- 
fere, but recommended an application to the bench ofmagistrates at the 
next sessions for the county, asa probable means of obtaining redress. 


He then directed the clerk to supply them with money to bear their 
expenses home. 


This is the true mode of manufacturing incendiaries, and 


producing the destruction of machines, farming stock, barns, — 


&e., and of converting this country into a condition resem- 
bling the state of Ireland. Men must live. It is very 
odd that those who value life enough themselves, will not 
see their own danger, in rendering life of no value to other 
people. A man with a family to maintain upon inadequate 
means, bas a thousand constant incitements to mischief, 
which but few natures can effectually resist- Reduce the value 
of labour below what the necessaries of life demand, and you 
reduce the character of the labourer in the same degree. If he 
is comfortable, he will be quiet;—if he is not able to exist in 
something like comfort, he will cease to value existence; and 
society will no longer have any security for his conduct. The 
sum stated in the paragraph quoted above, is larger than Sir 


Thomas Baring thinks necessary for poor folks—but the prin- 


ciple tends to unhinge society. The overseers have no 
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fix these prices for Jabour. As the difficulties pres; 
harder upon the farmer, these prices will be diminished 
One shilling, or even sig-pence, or less, may be deem- 
ed enough; if what the master thinks le can pay, 
is to be the rule to regulate what the labourer and 
his family should eat. This is the way to reduce all la- 
bourers to the condition of paupers; aud when this is effected, 
what will be the condition of the farmers and the landlords “ 
They will find themselves in the midst of a herd of men mad- 
dened by want anloppression. They will have forfeited ail 
the esteem upon which they should calculate for protection ; 
and have created a host of enemies where they might have had 
faithful dependents, But the system wili have its way, It be- 
gins by banishing all the social affections from the bosoms of its 
adherents :—and terminates by arraying every feeling against 
them. Subverting the principle that “ true self-love and social 
are the same,” it substitutes the fallacy, that self-interest is the 
only secure principle to follow:—-and when it has detached 
man from the interest of his fellows, it leaves them either te 
their undisguised hostility, or to their concealed rancour:— 
and all that he has then gained trembles on a single breath. A 
mischievous urchin, by the application of a single match, may 
convert the accumulated labours ef years of toil, into a heap 
of ashes. To know this, and to pursue a eonduct which is cal- 
culated to excite such hostility is grossly absurd. The multi- 
tude are contented to live upon comparatively little; and the 
few ought to be extremely grateful, that so little contents the 
mass; without attempting to curtail the supply of their wants. 
If reduction is necessary, it should be begun among those who 
have too much, and not among those who have too little al- 
ready. These are very plain, simple, and obvious truths; and 
though there is but little intellect in the agricultural world, they 
might compreliend such easy matters as these, without waiting 
for the practical demonstration of the facts, in the outrages 
that desoiate Ireland. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS 


—_—__-* 


Proresson Crristian.—This unhappy gentleman cannot he 
quiet. He is absolutely smitten with the love of scribbling non- 
sense, and will take no denial of pen, ink, and paper. If he ts un, 
der the care of a professed manager of lunatics, and his wishes are 
complied with, in conformity to the rules of the ‘* soothing sys- 
‘tem,’ we do not see why his ravings should be published. It 
seems barbarous to let him thus put himself in the pillory of eternal 
ridicule. He has published a second letter, if possible, more silly 
than the first, about the laws of riot; in which he cannot forget 
the ‘* rearing of the horse.” It is taking some liberty with hig 
brother Magistrates, to suppose them as great simpletons as him- 
self, which be certainly must have done, when he penned the fol- 
lowing legal principles for their information :— By the common 
“‘ Jaw of England, three persons must be found guilty of a riots 
** bat one may be found guilty of a riot, if it is proved he was act- 
« ing with the others, who are unknown, or have escaped.” Pre- 
cious law, and precious grammar, for one of the peculiar suppor. 
ters of Church and State. Then he says, “ it is a misdemeanour 
* to solicit, or to invite to the commission of an indictable crime, 
« though the solicitation, er incitement, be ineffectual ;” and what 
is more strange, the Professor tells us, he first brought this “ excel 
‘* Jent law into light and practice.” Bravo! Bravo! Motley’, 
“the only wear!” But hear further. “ Every person who runs 
* after a gentleman’s carriage, with intent to insult the owner, or 
«any person belonging to it, I should say, was guilty of an incite. 
‘ment to commit a riot.” This is better still! And if any doubs 
can be entertained that the Professor is qualified for a cell in Bed- 


lam, we have further proofs at hand; but we imagine these will 
suffice. 
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Treatment or ENGLIsSHmMev in France.—Sir Robert Wilson’s 
dismissal from Paris is one of those curious instances of personal 
hostility which goveruments ought to be ashamed of; but since 
England suffers its ministers to be armed by a parliamentary ma- 
jority of their own adherents, against the sense, and iv opposition 
to the will of the nation, we have no right to complain that other 
governments should act ia an arbitrary manner towards British 
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citizens. The “ leading journal’ finds in Sir Robert Wilsons 
assistance in the escape of Lavalette, a just cause for the present 
suspicion! Thisis, however, an unlucky instance. The French 
Government, by annulling the sentence of the intended victim, has 
confessed jn the face of Europe that Sir Robert prevented it from 
acting another murder! As tothe right of intermeddling with 
the affairs of France, every man has the right who chuses to run the 
risk ;—but we strongly deny that any charge of interference has 
been made out even against Mr. Bowring. Against Sir Robert 
Wilson no charge has been advanced. Carrying letters from Eng- 
land to France might colour a charge of interference ; but bringing 
letters from France to Eugland, can have no bearing on such a 
charge. It is said Mr. Bowring had in his possession a violent song 
addressed to the French soldiery. Suppose this truc, what effect 
could such a song havein England? Here it would be only a lites 
rary curiosity. Had he been detected goiug to Paris with a cargo 
of such songs, the case had been different. The same reasoning 
applies to the subject matter of the letters. Itis said that Mr, 


Bowring is only detained on a charge of bearing letters, contrary to 
the Post Office regulations, but we cannot believe so trifling a re- 
sult would have dictated his seizure. It is, however, a disgrace to 
the British Government, that the real accusation against him is not 
made public. It appears that our ambassador at France, is nok 
sufficiently respected to command the ordinary civility of an answer 
to his request of explanation; for we cannot suppose he has neg- 
lected to make one. 


A traveller mentions that the Duke of Wellington is the most 
popular of ail modern heroes in China; not on account of his ta: 
lents, about which they know little, and care less ; but because his 
name sounds like three Chinese words wee-ding-tong. Some of our 
colemporaries seem inclined to smile at this;—but really the Chi- 
nese have the advantage of his European admirers, since the former 
do know what they adwire him for, which we defy the latter to 
state. 
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TERRIPIC EFFECTS OF HER LATE MAJESTY’S PICTURE. 


‘* Look on this picture”? 
‘* Take any shape but that.—" 

Itis really to be wished that great men had better ad- 
visers ;—and whien it is considered what large wages they pay 
io bad ones, the thing becomes infinitely more melanclioly. 
Greatness, particularly that questionable sort of freatness, 
which rests in any sort on sefuation, should be very cautious 
iow it appears before the public; and when its pretended 
friends drag it forward capriciously, under pretence of doing it 
honour, they are striking more fatally at its basis, than could be 
effected by the poinards of a thousand foes. These obsetva- 
tions suggest themselves from the silly behaviour of certain 
exclusively loyal gentlemen in the city; who io their anxiety to 
have the honour of dining with royalty, have made themselves 
ridiculous; and done but little credit to the man whom they 
proposed to honour. The motive of the King’s refusal to dine 
in the city, on the first civic feast after his Coronation, was only 
guessed at. [twas natural enough that he should refuse. His mi- 
nislers were as unpopular as ministers could be; and his late 
Queen had been recently consigued to the grave under circum- 
stances calculated to heighten her living popularity, in the 
bosoms of the people. The circumstances of an unjust and un 
precedented persecution—the warmth with which the city of Lon- 
don had entered into her cause—rendered it very natural that 
the monarch should avoid any immediate contact with feelings 
excited so strongly in opposition to those which had actuated 
himself. But surely with the passing season ought to have 
passed away all these sensations. Yet it is now gravely pub- 
lished, that his Majesty cannot dine at Guildhall, because the 
picture of her late Majesty is suspended in the Council Cham- 


ber! Such a reason appears so ridiculous ; that if it were not 
Vou. IX. No, 18. 
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vouched for by some ultra-loyal interests, we should doubt its 
authenticity. But when one member gravely proposes to fake 
down the picture, and another to cover it up with tapestry, 
that it may not offend the royal eye, we cannot chuse but laugh 
most heartily, though we do not say at whose expence. 

If this cause is to prevent the King from visiting the city, we 
are afraid the offence is mortal, and cannot be atoned for. 
The clumsy device of covering up, or taking down the picture 
would not avail. If we understand the matter, the offence is 
not in the picture, butin the preference of the cause of her 
Majesty, of which the picture was only an indication. The 
patties were opposed on an important question. The King 
took one side, and the Corporation ihe ofher. Both, of course, 
believed themselves in the right ; but the Corporation had by 
far the best means of forming a correct judgment; and the vast 
majority of the nation declared that the Corporation was in the 
right. The Corpuration patronized the Queen—addressed her 
with repeated protestations of their tira: belief i her inocence, 
aud of their disgust and abhorrence of the measures taken against 
her character, and her dignity. Yhe Corporation materially 
assisted to raise that expression of the public voice to which 
her Majesty owed the defeat of the Bull of Pains and Penalties. 
Until her death, the Corporation stedfastly adhered to these 
principles ; and requested an opportuuity of testifying themon 
the occasion of her funeral! ‘The accepiance of the picture 
and the vote which placed it in the Council Chamber, were but 
mere incidents in the general drama; and had they never occur- 
“xed, the same offence would have beea given to what the Cor- 
poration felt were the prejudices of the monarch. The con- 
duct of the Corporation has become matter of public record. It 
is written on the tables of history, in indelible characters: —and it 
must remain recorded as long as the annals of the country 
are known. The Corporation might, indeed, write itself 
base and sycophautic, by taking down the picture; (since co- 
vering it up wil answer no purpose) but this would be to ren- 
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der itself unworthy of a visit, even from Mister Oliver :—for 
it would be to confess, cither that it acted in favour of hey Ma- 
jesty, out of factious motives, without any regard to truth or 
justice ; or, that having acted as it thought truth and justice 
demanded, it was ready to disavow both, in order to obtain 
the favour of a royal visit! To suppose that any set of men 
would do this, would have been preposterous :—but there are, 
it seems, men, who, to get a dinner with a Monarch at the head 
of the table, would commit themselves even by such condyet : 
The impudence of those Court panders, who still continue to 
libel the memory of the late Queen —~of those from whose ma- 
lignant fury, and venal hatred, the grave is no asylum—of 
those who repeat the “lies so oft o’erthrown,” may consistently 
propose that the Corporation should retrace its steps, and be~ 
come still baser than themselves, by au abjuration of its honest 
feeling, and manly exertion in her cause! Those reptiles 
would naturally exult, that their malevolence was countenanced 
by such an accession to their party; but the monstrous ase 
surance that could require at the hands of the Corporation,— 
that it should write its own infamy to future ages, stariles us a 
little, We are glad, however, to perceive that the proposal 
met with no countenance. Even Mr. Alderman Heygate, the 
Lord Mayor elect, who might be anxious that his table should 
be graced with so great a guest, does not propose that the pic~ 
lure should be removed :—and it is agreed by all, that the 
Corporation has gone as far as it can go, without compromising 
its dignity; which ought to be as dear to it, as the honour of 
any individual to himself. 

The effect of these differences, however little that effect may 
be at present perceived, is to lessen the fancied greatness that 
flatterers pretend encircles the station of aking. To make 
trifles important, is the sure method of reducing what should 
be important to the consideration of trifles. The Editor of an 
American print might make strange havoc with this subject; but 
we are here very wisely restrained from handling great subjects 
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with too much familiarity; and we must therefore leave tiie 
terrific picture to perform its own work upon sensitive imagina- 
lions. Yet we cannot help wondering why such a poor memo- 
rial of a departed woman should have any such tremcndous 
effect. It is all that is now left of her;—and can but little 
resemble what she was, when lis Majesty last saw her. He 
might have passed it in ay ordinary collection, without remem- 
bering it was the image of one whom he had sworn to clierish 
and to protect—and to leave all others for her sake. So altered 
by time and sorrows was the countenance, that those who had 
only seen it in early life, with— 
‘© Youth at the helm, and pleasure at the prow,” 

might have forgotten all resemblance ; particularly those, who 
have tasted nothing of life but its sweets—who have passed 
through existence in luxurious drcams—and have never been 
acquainted with misery, even by the perusal of the sufferings of 
others. We remember her Majesty saying, that if she could 
but obtain a ten minute's interview with the King, all their 
differences would be terminated. Was there so much trath in 
this, that the friends of his Majesty tell us, he will not look 
upon her picture, nor even trust himself where it is, though 
covered from hiis eyes? The philosopher might draw sad _in- 
ferences from these matters :—but we have the salutary dread 
of certain acts of Parliament before our eyes, and leave our 
readers, Whether philosophers or not, to draw their own. 

To the Livery of Londun is now committed the guardianship 
of the portrait; and we will not suppose them mean encugh to 
sufier any removal. There it must remain, as long as the his: 
tory of the sorrows and sufferings of Queen Caroline are re- 
membered; no matter what visitors it may keep from the civic 
feasts, [tis as sacred a memorial as the speech of Beckford ; 
and it would be equally base, and cowardly, and sycophantic, to 
touch cither. It is necessary that posterity should be fully ac- 


quainted with almost the only instance of public spirit which 
has dignified the age. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
Phe Black Dwarf, to swearing Hulton, roaring Ethel- 
stone, and 





Hay. 


LIBERATION OF MR. HUNT. 


Rejoice, good gentlemen, rejoice. Pray be merry—be even 
mad with joy; but do not yet “ go hang yourselves.” The 
world cannot yet spare you; and it is afready too much in- 
dehted to you, to let you put yourselves to that trouble. It 
will be hard indeed, if vou should be grudged any assistance in 
leaving this earth,.when you shall seek a place much more ac- 
commodated to your merits, But do not die yet. Do not 
leave us before the appointed time, Live and be merry! Have 
you not ample reason to rejoice that you have so long escaped 
the usual consequences of having sanctioned the committal of 
——— ? But you have further reason for encrease of merris 
ment. Heard you not the shouts, saw ye not the bonfires of 
last night? Do you not witness the joyful faces of all who have 
been cursing you for the last three years? Do you not per- 
ceive that even hatred towards yourseives is absorbed 
by some more powerful feeling? Come, then, join the mirth; 
descend from the stilts of your state, and mix with the merry 
throng. There are no cart-loads of stones to pelt you with— 
you need not bring the riot act in your pockets; though it may 
perhaps be as well to read it in your parlours, before you leave 
home, that you may be able to swear it was read, in case of 
any need. But you know how to manage those matters; and 
need no instructions from me. Be, however, moderate in your 
joy! Do not distract yourselves with merriment. Be content 
with a moderate exhiliration of spirits, Do not fatigue youre 
selves too much with daneing round the bonfires: but “ use 
“all gently,” as ye did ov the memorable massacre of 1819 
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It would be a mclancholy thing, if you were absolutely to ex- 
pire af de light, at tlie liberation of Mr. Hunt. This morning 
gives him back to society, gentlemen / His prison doors, which 
Hulton seore open to receive him, have now opened to return 
him to the world, fie has survived the torment of two years 
and a half incarceration ,—and incarceration In suck a@ place, 
too! Did yeu expect this? Did you ever suppose that he 
would walk in the sun again—that he could ever escape from 
the dangers of flood and fire, that threatened his life in your 
well-appointed Bastile | There was so very little probability of 
this, and so much reason to expect another resuji, that you must 
be almost overcome with delight, that Mr. Hunt has escaped 
so well. Your generous hearts must be overwhelmed with 
pleasure, that he has outlived the persecution to which he has 
been exposed; and when you shall learn in addition to this? 
how heartily he has been weleomed back again to the world— 
when you shall hear that ia almost every corner of the kingdom 
demonstrations of the general satisfaction have been made, you 
cannot chuse but participate in the general feeling ; and you way 
iake credit to yourselves for having contributed so much to the 
iiumph of the late Captive of Hehester. You must feel that a 
eveat deal of this, is your work. Had net your capacious 
minds, and magnanimous hearts, planned and executed the 
famous outrage on the 16th of August, the most brilliant mo- 
ments in the life of Mr. Hunt had been unknown, It was to 
you, gentlemen, that he was indebted for the well-founded re- 
pulation of his fine resisiance to the attempt to drown Reform 
in the blood of the Reformers. You prepared the way for the 
triumphant entry into London—foy the trial at York—for the 
glorious exposure of Bridie and his patron magistrates—for the 
awakening of the love of liberty, in the county of Somerset—for 
the reception which the freeholders prepared to welcome his 
reappearance in the busy ranks of life—for a second entry, 
perhaps, into the Metropolis, in the character of more than 
conqueror-— and fer all that mav follow of public approbation 
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and esteem. Arcnot you delighted, to hear of the services you 
have rendered this gentleman? Are you not proud beyond 
measure that you should have thus prepared the way for his 
triumphs? You see that the enemies of reform often do it the 
most effectual services. Your conduct at Manchester, on the 
i6th of August has advanced it more than the conduct of all its 
‘ulvocates for some preceding years. Had you been silent on 
that occasion—with the dissolution of the meeting, might have 
dissolved its memory. It might have vanished “ like the base- 
less fabric of a vision, and left no trace behind.” But you gave 
it a lasting importance, an eternal character with this country 
and with the world. You were the means of commencing a 
new epoch. You demonstrated the real nature of the spirit 
which was opposed to reform. You tore the mask from the 
face of the hideous boroughmonger monster; and set it in its 
native darkness full before our eyes. How, then, can we do 
otherwise, than return you our best thanks for your effectual 
assistance ? How can we hesitate to call upon you to partake 
of our Joy, at the progress of reform, to which you liave so 
materially contributed? How can we neglect you in the tri- 
umphs which you have assisted to introduce! But for vou, 
chains and torture might yet have been the order of the day, at 
chester. But for you, Sir Thomas Lethbridge, and Squire 
Dickinson might have been the political oracles of Somerset- 
shire. But for you, the ravenous and ferocious nature of the 
system might have been in part concealed ;—but for you, we 
might yet have believed that petitioning for reform was the 
likeliest mode of obtainingit! To you, then, be the honour 
and the glory that is due: and until you receive your final 
reward, be pleased to accept all the acknowledgment in thie 
power of the reformers for your valuable labours in the cause 
of Reform. How like you this looking-glass, gentlemen? I 
dare say you were not prepared to think yourselves half so 
beautiful. 

I am soanxious that you should be pleased, that Lean with- 
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hold no information from you that I deem at all agreeable. ¥ 
therefore beg your persusal of the following hand bills, relative 
to the lionours and attentions which the people are intending to 
pay Mr. Hunt ;—and that, too, in spite of the differences whicli 
all true reformers lament, and upon which you might have cal- 
culated to prevent the demonstration of public feeling. Un- 
fortunately for you, the people hzve not forgotten the Manches- 
ter Massaere ; and they feel the character of that massacre is 
unchanged, by any of those purely personal disputes. The 
blood shed upon that occasion calls as loudly as before for ven- 
geance : and the parties who were then endangered, and who 
then fought the battles of the people so nobly, lose none of the 
merit, by the ordinary cavils that will arise in human affairs. 
Read, then, [beseech you, gentlemen, how it is contemplated to 
eongratulate Mr. Hunt on his release ; and hasten to London to 
engage places, to witness the fie processions, and partake of 
the good cheer that will be provided. We cannot dispense 
with your attendance. Let Huiten of Hulton attend by ail 
means. There may be occasion for some further swearing ; 
and, atany rate, the scenes will be more worth visiting than 
those of Preston Guild: where report says Mr. Hulton ap- 
peared in the appropriate character of a bailad: singer ; though 
I believe it omitted to state whether he sung his own lies, or not. 
Here, gentlemen, are the bills of the performance. Make haste, 
and engage your places. We shall not be able to furnish out a 
tragedy in your style: but if you have any taste for a good 
English comedy, of the old school, jump into the mail, and pye- 
sent yourselves in London, 
*“ LIBERATION OF H. HUNT, FSO. 

“ The Period of Mr. Hunt’s Imprisonment expires at Twelve 
o'clock on the uight of Tuesday, the 29th of October 1822: 
The moment the clock stiukes twelve, the Cannon will be fired 
at Mudford, as asignal forthe Bonfires to be lighted on the 
tops of the Hills, the Rockets to ascend the air, the merry 
Bells to strike up, and other demonstrations of joy, to announce 
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tke happy event. Precisely at Ilalf-past gight in the Morning 
of Wednesday, the 30th, Mr. Hunt will leave the Bastile, and 
proceed direct to the Castle Inn, at Ilchester, surrounded by 
his friends, to partake of a Public Breakfast to be given on the 
occasion. Tickets of admission price 23. to be had at the Bar 
of the Inu. At Eleven o’Clock, Mr. Hunt and his friends will 
leave I!chester and proceed in the following order, to dine at 
the George Inn, Glastonbury: Full Band of Musicand Banners. 
Horsemen, two and two, led by Mr. Oliver Hayward. Mr. 
Hunt, in a Barouche, attended by Sir C. Wolseley, Bart. 
and T. Northmore, Esq. Horsemen, two and two. Banners- 
Carriages with Mr. Hunt's Friends led by Mr. Perrott, &c. &c. 
The procession will halt a few minutes at Somerton, for Mr. 
Huut and his friends to inspect the curious Orrery Clocks, ma- 
nufactured by Mr. J. Andrews. It will then pass on to Street, 
where it will be joined by the Poulton-Hill full band of music, 
which will play the party into Glastonbury. The dinner at the 
George lun will be precisely at half-past four o'clock, Tickets, 
price 7s. Gd. including a pint of wine and all expences, to be 
had at the bar of the Inn at Glastonbury ; of Mr. Oliver Hay- 
ward, Mudford ; and Mr. Perrott, Middlezoy. 
By order of ihe Committee. 


“P.S. Mr. Hunt wiil proceed the next morning (Friday) 
through Shepton-Mallett to Frome, where he will! arrive at cne 
o'clock ; and from thence to Warminster, to dine, on his read 
to Middleton Cottage, where he expects to arrive on Friday.” 


Ree eens 


*“* PUBLIC ENTRY OF HENRY HUNT, ESQUIRE. 

“A meeting of the different trades in the Metropolis will be 
held at the sign of the Bull's Head, Jewin Crescent, Jewin 
Street, Cripplegate, on Monday evening, October 28, to take 
into consideration the necessary arrangements for giving to that 
persecuted individual, Henry Hunt, a public entry into London, 
on Monday the 11th day of November next. The Chair to be 
taken precisely at 7 o'clock. 


“ THOMAS SADGROVE, Chairman, 
“ London, October 23, 1822.” 
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Does not the bare mention of these matters put your blood 
into strange fermentation? Mr. Hunt in the midst of the peo- 
ple again! Where are the Yeomaury Cavalry men! Where 
are the banditti of the 16th of August!) Ah! ah! gentlemen, 
you see there is yet enough for you to do. The prisons have 
opened their ponderous jaws, and thrown the Reformers out 
again :—while the people flock round them as naturally as be- 
fore, though bread is cheap, and the time of delusion has pass- 
ed away! You must get to work again, Hulton, and swear yet 
harder than before; and the sabres must be again whetted, or 
Reform will be triumphant. Come, gentlemen, summen your 
retainers, mount your perjured spies upon war horses; and 


have them in readiness to tilt at the crowd, The farmers will 


not now mount at your bidding. They have found out that 
they have been warring upon Reform at their own cost; and 
they have taken a sudden distaste to the service. Nay, they 
may even be arrayed against you. This is by no means a 
matter that would surprise me. Extremes naturally run into 
each other; and the extreme of folly may touch one of the ex- 
iremities of wisdom. Poor gentlemen! These are gloomy 
considerations, I know ; but cheer up, J pray you. We will have 
no sorrows now. ‘There will be abundance cf time to indulge in 
them hereafter, when Mr, Hunt shall be agaia in the midst 
of the men of Lancashite —when the shouts rise in your cyes, 
and the streaming banners again glisten in the sun, At present, 
the day of retribution is at a distance ; so be cheeriul, I beseech 
you. That it will come, be convinced of; but it 1s not yet 
near enough to cecasion you any fears. Partake, then, of the 
common exuliation, that you have persecuted in vain—that 
you have tormented to no purpose—that the arrows of destiuc- 
tion have failen short of the mark. Waving discovered how 
much it has cost your intended victims, sit Gown and see how 
very little you have gained :—--and be your gains ever the iot oi 
these who lend themselves to bad means of defcuding wicked 


syehems agamoet tlic cilerts of truth and pousun to reform them 
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thie jest of your cnemics, and the coatempt of 


your own partizans, Let the dread of receiving, what you are 
conscious of deserving, be your perpetual reflection, until 
the period of your final reward arrives. Bat in the mean 
time, do be merry—be as merry as wearied mountebanks, who 
are sick of their own antics. Do be glad. We could not bear 
to see you sorrowful. Ycur grief would be contagious: and 
our spirits would fail us, if you were to be melanciicly. Yeu 
mirth is necessary tothe full enjoyment of our triumph. And 
you can afford a little merriment; for Uf the prisons are dis 
corging some captives, they are Gpening to rece’ve others. Do, 
therefore, put ona look of gladness, and be of good clicer ; 
provide yourselves with the favours of the emancipated hero» 
and join for once the common cry of “Efunt for ever!’ Tt 
will be medicine to your souls, and consolation to your sinking 
heartse 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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PUBLIC SUPPER AT BIRMINGHAM, 
ON THE LIBERATION OF MR. CHARLES MADDOCKS. 
<i 

The liberation of Mr, Maddocks from Warwick Gaol, fas at- 
forded to the Reformers cf Birmingham another opportunity of 
giving vent tothe nobleness of their feelings. A public supper 
was provided at the Bricklayer’s Arms on the 22nd, on occasion 
of Mr. Maddocks’s return among his townsmen which was attend- 
ed by a very respectable company, The room was crowded te 
excess,and had it been judged expedient to issue additional tickets, 
many more night have been disposed of. Mr. George Edmonds 
took the chair, onthe right ef which Mr. Maddocks was station-~ 
ced—the supper wasserved up ia the first style, and the cloch being 
removed, the Chairman observed, that some perscus made it a 
practice of professionally praising a nia who happened to over- 


step the boundaries of common tiie ; but for lis part, he did 
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notsve that any Man ought tv be doated upon, for having pec. 
formed that duty which the national walfare demanded from 
every individual of the community.—It was every man's business 
to promote the happimess of himself and his family ; bat that 
could not be secured, unless the affaivs of the commonwealth 
were conducted upon those principles which distribute equal 
justice to allits members; and when those principles were not 
duly acted upon, it became the paramount duty of the whok 
people to exert themselves both collectively and individually, in 
endeavouring to cecare their establishment; and therefore he 
would say, that the person who performed no more than fis 
bounden duty, in promoting his country’s, connected as it was 
with his own welfare, could have no claims to the encomiuim 
of hus fellow citizens. [t was however, a lamentable circumstance, 
that people in general did not bestir themselves with the 
alacrity which their own essential mterests demanded ; and this 
being the case, he thought a little approbation of those who set 
an example to their countrymen might be granted, in order to 
cheer up their spizits while engaged in so glorious a cause, 
They were assembled that evening to celebrate the liberatiou 
from prison of one of freedom’s most forward advocates, 
and whose general conduct was a specimen of what ought to 
govern every man’s actions, He (Mr. E.) had had an oppor- 
tunity of minutely observing the private worth, the public ta 
lent, the sterling exertions of Charles Maddocks ; and he would 
say, in the sincerity of his heart, that he thought Mr. M. was 
as noble, as iidependent and as spirited an individual, as ie 
Jand contained. (Bi avo/) The vatural goodness of his heart and 
the generosity that adorned it-—the soundness of his principles, 
combined with his disinterestedness and humanity, were such 
as could not fail to render bim an object of admisation aud 
esicem by all who enjoyed the pleasure of bis acquaintance— 
he was satistied he need not say another word to urge the 
clans of Mr. Maddocks upon their support, and be would 


therefyse propose te the cumpany:-~% Phe health of Mo. 
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Charles Maddocks, who for his talents and courage before the 
Judges of the Court of King’s Bench: for the steadiness of his 
principles, and for the unfading virtues of his heart, merits the 
aliniration, the affection, and the gratitude of his townsmen.” 
Drank with nine times nine, succeeded by the most lively de- 
imonstations of enthusiasm. 

Mr. MAvpocks then rose, and when the applause had sub- 
sided he said, it was beyond his power to express the feelings 
that animated his bosom at the moment—the enthusiastic and 
heart-cheering manner in which he had been received, demand- 
ed the unequivocal expressicn of his thanks, and le could 
assure the company that the remembrance of their kindness 
would extend to the latest period of his existence. The four 
renerable judges who passed sentence upon him, considered 
him more worthy of punishment than his colleagues, and in 
virtue thereof they adjudged him to an extra portion of their 
blessing ! It would be indiscreet in him to express what he 
thought of those who could pass such sentences upon Reformers, 
more especially as his friends had entered into sureties for his 
good behaviour for the term of five years next ensuing. In the 
sentence passed upon him compared with those of Mr. Wooier 
and Mr. Edmonds, he could not but imagine some mistake had 
been made, or it never could have happened that lie should be 
doomed to eighteen months incarceration, while Mr. Edmonds 
was subjected to only nine, and Mr. Wooler to fifteen mouiths ; 
and under this impression he had written to Mr. Judge Bailey, 
to enquire Into the circumstance; but he concluded that at the 
time the letter had reached his Lordship, he was offeriag up his 
prayers for the further duration of the boroughmongering 
system, and therefore had neglected to answer it. It had beea 
said that the augmentation of his imprisonment originated 
from his “ insolent” conduct before the Judges, in telling them 
ii plain English what he thought of them and their system ; 
spon which he would observe that it was a moral impossibility 
to please the Denevolené personages and lus own conscieuce at 
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one and the same time, Six mouths previous to ree AVIS sea 
tence, he had witnessed in the Court of King’s Bene, the sen- 
tences passed upon four other Birmingham Radicals, three of 
whom were doomed to twelve months, and the fourth to 
eight months imprisonment, and this circumstance had as 
much affected him as though he had seen four helpless 
infants thrown into the jaws of —--—-—. hese four truce 
hearted refermers had said suflicient in their affidavits to melt 
a heart of stone. He wes then convinced what sort of mercy 
he had to expect from them, and therefore be was determiic:! 
not to flinch from giving them a few gentle hints as to the esi: 
mation in which they were held by some folks; in faci, 
it was his intention,to tell them that theywere not constitutionally 
entitled to fill the judgment seat, aad other matters of a similai 
nature, but he had been dissuaded therefrom by a sted fast friend, 
who was fearful such a mode of proceeding might have sub- 
jected him to commitment for contempt of court. It was heart- 
rending to think upon the horrid deeds of the infatuated meawho 
unfortunately sway the rule over this devoted country. When the 
Manchester Massacre was taken into consideration, he trusted 
no Englishmen would be so base as to contend that those men 
who were implicated in that bloody transaction, ought not to 
be visited by the national vengeance... Messrs. Johnson, Bain- 
ford, and Healy, had beeu sentenced to twelve montlis’, and 
Mr. Hunt to thirty months’ imprisonment for merely attendiny 
that meeting, which every one must allow was fora legal ob- 
ject, and called together inalegal manner. Mr. Maddocks 
proceeded at great length: te comment on the Mauchester Mas- 
sacre, and observed, that his prayers for the overthrow of the 
borough system should be unceasing. He concluded by pro. 
posing the health of Henry Hunt, Esy. the brave Captive of 
Iichester, and may he be as successful in his future contests with 
the boroughmongers, as he has been in removing the gross 
abuses in Ichester Bastile. 

The CHAIRMAN observed, that previcus to the toast being 
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put, he should wish to remark that he thought tt impossible to 
do adequate justice to the merits of Mr. Hunt, whom he cha- 
racteriscd asa man who would risk every thing for the good of 
his country. He stated that if the magistrates of Manchester 
had not known that Mr. Hunt had recommended the Reformers 
to attend the meeting unarmed, they would not have dared to 
order their myrmidons to massacre the multitude ; and he trust- 
ed that if Mr. Hunt was ever again placed in a similan situation 
to that on St. Peter’s field, on the 16th of August, 1819, he 
would say to the people, “ your lives are at the mercy of 
coaneete®, for God's sake resort to the first law of nature, 
“ and act like men.” 

Mr. Hunt’s health was then drank, with 9 times 9 cheers.— 
Song by Mr. Butler, What e’er our fate in fredom’s cause.’, 

The health of Mr. Thomas Jonathan Wooler, the able and 
mdefatigable conductor of the people’s Press, 9 times 9. Song, 
“The Marseillois Hymn.” 

The venerable Major Cartwright, and may he live to see the 
completion of his best wishes and efforts for the last half cen- 
tury. 9 times 9. 

Sir Charles Wolseley and Thomas Northmore, Esq., and 
may they soon be as acti¥e within the walls of St. Stephen’s, as 
they have been without. Song, “ Oh! my country, my coun- 
try, beware !” 

N. Simmons, and T. Cleary, Esqrs., the sureties of the good 
behaviour of Charles Maddocks, for the ensuing five years. 
Song. “ Ye Gentlemen of England.” 

Messrs. Bourne and Jackson, the kind and constant friends 
of Mr, Maddocks and his family, during his imprisonment. 
These gentlemen returned thanks; the latter declared, that 
when he considered the degraded condition oi the country; 
wherever he might be, he should be ashamed of acknowledging 
himself an Englishman, which le observed was a name tliat 
called to mind every thing slavish and despicable; and he 
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trusted the people would, ere long, redeem their national cha- 
racter. 

The preceding toasts were prefaced by suitable observations, 
and the Chairman now said he had to propose to them the 
health of a gentleman who had high claims upon their atten- 
tion: —he meant Mr. Lewis; (cheers.) an individual who had 
suffered much in the cause of the people, and who was still in- 
carcerated in a dungeon, exposed to the worst of treatment 
from his gaoler. Previous to Mr. Lewis’s liberation, he had a 
fine of 1501. to pay—100). of which was for the sale of an ar- 
ticle since legalized by Act of Parliament ; and it would be a 
burning shame if the Reformers did not enable him to leave bis 
prison-bouse the moment of the expiration of his sentence, 
which was in the ensuing month, He considered Mr. Lewis an 
ardent and a true-hearted patriot, well deserving the support of 
his countrymen. 

Mr. Lewis, the last of the Birmingham Reformers, now in 
the Jaws of the ———_a—m—of our country. 

‘this toast was drank with great cntitusiasm, and a subscrip- 
tion was afterwards set on foot by the company, towards the 
payment of Mr. Lewis’s fine, and the produce, 21. L0s. Gd., de- 
livered into the hands of Mr. Lakins, the treasurer for Birming- 
ham. 

Mr. Ragg, a bit of stout Nottinghamshire staif, which for 
wear and tear cannot be too highly valued. 3 times 3, and 
great applause. 

Mr. RAGG, in returning thanks, observed, that he was proud 
of the compliment paid to his native county. He was persuad- 
ed that the Nottingham lads were not to be surpassed for real 
public spirit by any part of the kingdom: they had supported 
him throughout his series of long incarceration; and he felt 
perfectly satisfied that whenever the day of trial came, (and it 
might not be far distant) tlie men of Nottingham would not be 
backward in the performance of their first duty, Mr. R. then 
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entered into a long and interesting account of the sufferings lie 
had undergone while under imprisonment, the recital of which 
called forth the indignant feelings of the company against those 
who were the cause thereof: and concluded by remarking, that 
notwithstanding all he had undergone, and the bodily injury he 
had sustained, he now found his health gradually improving, 
and when his country required his exertions, he would always 
be found at his post; and he trusted he should yet live to see 
his oppressors brought to receive that justice which they denied 
to others. He proposed, “ A full, fair, and free representation 
of the people in the Commons House of Parliament.” 

Toast :—Disappointment to those who form expectations of 
place and profit on the ruin of their country. Song, “In these 
disastrous dismal days,” 

Toast :—A speedy resurrection to the Rights of Man. Song, 
Mr. Trivett, ** Scots wha ha’ wi’ Wallace bled.” 

Toast:—Mr. Lakins, the Treasurer of the Birmingham 
Union, and Patriot’s Friexd Society, and may his praiseworshy 
exertions in endeavouring to relieve the sufferings of the perse- 
cuted natriots, be held in due estimation by his couutrymen, 

Mr, LAK tNs returned thanks, and stated that he would em- 
ploy his utmost effort in support of the people’s cause. Corrup- 
tion had now become of so deadly a nature, that it required thie 
united energies of the whole people to resist it ; he trusted 
they would resist it, and cause its final overthrow. He 
observed that if the Reformers would persevere in establishing 
a National Fund for the relief of their persecuted brethern, he 
was convinced their enemies would quickly be tired of tmmur- 
ing people in dungeons ; because, if the inhabitants of those dreary 
abodes, who had been placed there on account of their politica} 
principles, were to be supported by their Countrymen, and made 
as comfortable as circumstances would admit, it would eventually 
turn out, that persecution would be considered useless, as it would 
only tend to stimulate its victims to further exertions, He con~ 
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cluded an eloquent speech by proposing as a toast, “ our native 
land, and may its enemies be compelled to leave it.” 

Sentiment— Confusion to factious priests and reverend fire- 
brands. 

Mr. Geo. Edmonds 3 times 3.—Mr, E. returned thanks 

A great number other patriotic toasts were drank, interspersed 
with songs suitable for the occasion ; the “ feast of reason and 
the flow of soul,” was maintained until a late hour, and each in- 
dividual returned to his homemuch delighted with the proceed- 
ings. 
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CASE OF MR. HARRISON AND SWANN. 


ST EE Eo 
SIR, 
Joseph Swann and I received a letter yesterday 


from Mr. Dinmore containing a one pound note from the Lynn 
Union, which we wish you to acknowledge, with our sincere 
thanks to the subscribers, and io Mr. Dinmore their worthy 
secretary. You, Sir,are now enjoying the sweets of liberty | 
from which we are at present debarred; but we hope to see 
the day when we also shail be restored to society. The last 
time I wrote you, we were much perplexed concerning the new 
regulation which our Governor was introducing, but am happy 
to inform you that we are likely tocome toa better understand- 
ing; and [ begin to feel confidence that he will prove a good and 
humane governor, worthy of the trust reposed in him; a trust, 
not only to keep in safe custody those who are committed to 
his care, but to protect every individual of them from oppres- 
sion and injury, to the utmost of his power. ‘The number of 
Radicals now in prison is small, compared with what it was [2 
months ago, and we are looking forward with great delight to 
the gloricus day when that champion of British Law, and 
British Liberty, Henry Hunt, Esq. will be restored to his 
liberty, family, and friends; and may God Almighty protect 
him, and you, and every honest patriot, fiom becoming, ip 
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iulure, inhabitants of the bastiles of despotism. I know not 
how to express myself; but I consider it a disgrace to the Go- 
verpmeit that so many virtuous persons should have been in- 
careerated, for a mere difference of opinion in political matters: 
Hoping it will not always be the case, 

I remain, Sir, Your mueh obliged, 


JOSEPH HARRISON. 





MR. W. G. LEWIS'S CASE. 





Our readers will perhaps recollect, that towards the close of 
the last Session of Parliament, on a Bill being brought into 
ihe Tiouse of Commons to legalise the sale of Roasted Grain, 
several of the members expressed a wish that a clause should be 
introduced in favour of persons who had incurred fines for 
such sale, and that the clause was given up on the assurance of 
ministers, that all such fines would be remitted on application 
being made, by the sufferers, to the Lords of the Treasury. 
Upon this assurence Mr. Lewis forwarded, some weeks past, 
a memorial to the said Lords, setting forth, in the most respect- 
ful terms, that the memorialist had been convicted of selling 
Roasted Grain, and fined 100].—that the Solicitor General had 
admitted,in the course of his trial,that the memorialist had not 
been guilty of any fraud upon the Revenue—that he was nota 
dealer in Roasted Grain,—and that he never gained anything 
by the small quantity which he sold by way of accommodation 
to his neighbours—that he being in custody for the above 
penalty at the time of the promulgation of his Majesty’s act of 
grace, in favour of persons confined for offences against the 
revenue laws, he considered himself unquestionably entitled to 
the benefiis of the said act.-~That having been lately inform- 
ed, that it is the intention of his Majesty’s Government to re- 
piit all fines incurred for the sale of Roasted Grain on applica- 
tion being made to the Lords of the Treasury, the memoriailst 
inmmbly trustsed that as he is completely destitute of the means 
of paying his fine, they would take an early opportunity of con- 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 











618 THE BLACK DWARF. 


sidering his case; as his health has suffered materially from thie 
long imprisonment he lias already endured. 


To the above application Mr. Lewis got no answer for — 
time: but however he received a letter dated 26th Oct., 822, 
and signed Geo. Harrison; stating, that he, Harrison, had it 
in command to acquaint W. G. Lewis, that the Lords of the 
‘Treasury could not grant him any relief. Now, we ask, how 
is it, that his Majesty’s ministers should select, out of some 
hundreds of cases, in which persons had been really guilty of 
fraud upon the revenue, that of Mr. Lewis, who it is admitted 
has been guilty of no fraud, as one to which they do not think 
fit to extend the benefit of the Act of Grace? To persons 
really guilty of defrauding the revenuc, this benefit is readily 
extended, but to one who, the Solicitor General acknowledged, 
was guilty of no fraud, it is positively refused!! What, too, 
must we think of the ministers assurance to the House of ‘Com- 
mons respecting the unpaid fines being remitted? ‘The fact is, 
Mr. Lewis appears to be honored with the more than ordinary 
hatred of the tools of the system. Neither Mr. Hunt nor Mr. 
monds were in custody for the sale of Breakfast Powder at the 
time of the passing of the Act of Grace, and consequently they 
were not entitled to its benefit ; both their fines were paid before 
the selling of roasted grain hx ad been legalised, Yet Mr. Ed- 
Etlmonds’s fine was finally mitigated from one hundred to sixty 
pounds. It is not to be supposed, that under any cireum- 
stances they would have remitted Mr. Hunt's fine; what they 
can do to injure him, they no doubt will do; but Mr, Lewis 
is not so formidable an enemy ; and one w ould think, that two 
years’ imprisonment, in a damp and noiseome dungeon, and a 
fine of fifty pounds for his printer copying, without his know- 
ledge, an article from a London paper, w hich, let it be remem- 
bered, has never been prosecuted, wa3 sufficient to satiate the 
vengeance of even boroughmongers. It is clear, however, that 
10 their vengeance Mr. Lewis must be sacriliced, unless the 
Reformers furnish him with the means of paying his fines. 

In addition to the sum of 131. already amounced, Mr 
Lewis has received 5!. from the Newcastle ot Tyne Union, 
through the hands of Mr. Marshall:—and he has also to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of 21. from the Birmingham Union, as 
their monthly assistance towards his relief in prison. 
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